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A French philosopher once said, “Without people, nothing is possible; without 
institutions, nothing is lasting.” No educational institution achieves greatness 
merely because it survives the test of time. If that were the case, Brooklyn Law 
School would have attained its preeminence simply by virtue of its 110-year 
history. Brooklyn Law School is a prestigious law school today in large part 
because of its most vital resources: the alumni and friends who through their 
steadfast support of the school assure its continued path of excellence. 

In this feature, we highlight just a few of the outstanding members of the 
BLS community who have made significant contributions to the Law School’s 
development and success: Deborah Riegel ’93, a Law Firm Challenge rep-
resentative and her father, Arthur Riegel ’94, who share an alma mater and 

a commitment to give back to the school; Debra Humphreys ’84, who has 
spent much of her life creating educational opportunities in her home city of 
Joplin, Missouri, while unwavering in her longtime support of the Law School, 
including the recent purchase of a Moot Court seat; Lawrence Sucharow ’75, 
who has endowed two scholarships, the Labaton Sucharow Scholarship and 
most recently, the Larry and Fran Sucharow Scholarship; and the Altman 
family, which sent three generations to BLS and named a residence hall apart-
ment in memory of its patriarch, David Altman ’25.

We also introduce our new Director of Development, Jean Smith, who 
comes to the Law School with over 20 years’ strategic development experience 
with nonprofit organizations and educational institutions, both in the U.S. and 
abroad. “I can’t thank our supporters enough,” said Smith. “The achievements 
featured in this magazine would not be possible without them.”

“We have ambitious goals for the future of BLS,” said President Joan G. 
Wexler. “With the strong support of our alumni and friends, who share the 
same passion for our great institution that is demonstrated in these four stories, 
we can continue to provide a first-class education for our students.”

PAY IT FORWARD
Giving Back Paves  
the Road to the Future
By Andrea Strong ’94 and David Potocki
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For the past 12 years, Sucharow has been at the helm of the 
firm, and has led it to become one of the nation’s premier firms  
in the securities and anti-trust class action spaces. The firm, 
which includes senior partners and former classmates, Joel 
Bernstein ’75 and Jonathan Plasse ’76, has been awarded a top 
ranking by Chambers and Partners USA for plaintiff’s securities 
litigation for the third consecutive year. The firm was also named 
to The National Law Journal’s “Plaintiffs’ Hot List,” for the fifth 
consecutive year. Sucharow has also been individually recog-
nized by Chambers and Partners USA in its highest category,  
an honor he shares with only five other plaintiff’s securities 
lawyers nationwide. 

Sucharow may be known as a skilled advocate and negotiator 
of securities fraud class action settlements, but his reputation is 
also one of being a true gentleman. In honoring Sucharow as one 
of the country’s “Most Admired Securities Lawyers,” Law360 
wrote: “Whether negotiating multimillion-dollar settlements 
or guiding his firm through a successful restructuring, Labaton 
Sucharow LLP Chairman Lawrence Sucharow has the ability to 
find the human dimension in every aspect of the business of law…
He has consistently impressed colleagues and adversaries alike 
with his fairness, practicality, and humor in tough situations.” 

Indeed, he is known for his ability to deal with difficult cases 
(and people) with grace and civility. “I have always felt that there 

If Brooklyn Law School did only one thing for Lawrence 
Sucharow ’75, it opened doors. Sucharow attended law 
school in the evening, working days as a manager of a men’s 

clothing store on Wall Street. “It was a small job with a small 
wage. Brooklyn understood that there were people who had to 
work while they tried to get an education, and the Law School 
made it relatively easy to do so. That opened up the doors to 
everything else.” 

Today, as Chairman of Labaton Sucharow LLP, Sucharow is 
one of the country’s most recognized leaders of the securities 
class action bar. For more than three decades, he has devoted his 
practice to counseling clients and prosecuting securities class 
actions. Under his chairmanship, he has led his firm of 65 lawyers 
in crafting its litigation and settlement strategies, negotiating a 
number of high-profile securities class actions, including a $725 
million settlement on behalf of a group of Ohio pension funds’ 
claims in litigation against American International Group (AIG), 
and a $624 million settlement for the New York pension funds 
in a securities class action against Countrywide Financial Corp., 
one of the largest securities fraud settlement in U.S. history. His 
leadership contributed to roughly $2 billion in recoveries for the 
firm’s class action plaintiffs in 2010 alone. 

While he spends most of his days strategizing with his teams 
and negotiating multi-million dollar settlements on behalf of 
defrauded clients, Sucharow was brought up in a middle class 
neighborhood in Rego Park, Queens, raised by a working mother 
who was widowed when he was just two years old. To help sup-
port his family, he needed to work. He took his first job at the 
age of 13, while in junior high school, and continued to work 
while attending Brooklyn Tech High School, and then dur-
ing his studies at Baruch School of City College. At Baruch, he 
studied accounting and received a degree in public administra-
tion, cum laude. “Given our economic circumstances, my mother 
instilled in me the desire to become a professional, which meant 
an accountant, a doctor, or a lawyer. I fell into accounting, but I 
found it to be quite boring,” he recalled. “And I couldn’t stand the 
sight of blood, so I decided on law school. It’s funny how we come 
to our life’s work.”

He chose Brooklyn because of its night program that enabled 
him to continue working during the day. He didn’t know what to 
expect, but he hoped for the best, and to his credit, excelled. “I 
took to law school very well,” he said. “Much to my surprise, my 
skill set was aligned with the coursework.”

During his third year in the evening division, he landed a job at 
a securities class action firm thanks to a classmate, Joel Bernstein 
’75. Looking to add some real-world experience to his resumé, 
Bernstein had applied to three firms as a law clerk, and got three 
offers, leaving two for the taking. Sucharow interviewed at one of 
his castoffs. “The firm did class and derivative actions—a plain-
tiffs’ securities firm. It was an obscure and arcane field and there 
were a handful of firms in the city doing this work. I took the job, 
and that’s what I do to this day. So much in life is fate,” he said. 
Sucharow stayed on at the firm after graduating and then joined 
Labaton in 1977, where he was hired in an expansion of its securi-
ties class action practice, and has been there ever since.

Lawrence A. Sucharow ’75   
Opening Doors
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Peter Altman’s graduation from Brooklyn Law School in 
2005 came 35 years after his father Alan’s, and 80 years 
after his grandfather David’s. Together, their tenure 

spans much of the 110-year history of the Law School. During 
that time, Brooklyn Law School has gone through some remark-
able changes, providing a different journey for each generation of 
the Altman Family.

David began law school in the 1920s, when BLS was housed 
in the “Brooklyn Eagle” building and was one of the largest law 
schools in the country. At the time, college degrees were not 
mandatory for law school admission, and David was admitted to 
the Law School with only a high school degree, attained through 
night classes at Boys High School in Brooklyn. Following his grad-
uation from the Law School, David practiced law in Manhattan 
for more than 40 years. He remained with the same small law 
firm throughout his career, working his way up from a law clerk 
position to a role as a named partner of the firm, which at the time 
of David’s retirement in 1971 was known as Reit and Altman.

Unlike his father, Alan attended college, and graduated from 
the University of Pittsburgh before enrolling at the Law School in 
the fall of 1967. “I felt so privileged to have had the opportunity to 
attend college,” he said. When Alan attended the Law School, he 
did so on Pearl Street. During his second year, the school moved 
into its current location at 250 Joralemon Street. While the Law 
School had an impressive academic facility, it was still without 
housing for its students, which meant that the student body was 
largely made up of commuters.

After graduating, Alan spent his career practicing law in 
Manhattan. From the late 1970s until 2000, Alan was a named 
partner in Moskowitz, Altman and Frankel, which later became 
known as Moskowitz, Altman and Hughes. Since July 2000, Alan 
has been Special Counsel with Katten, Muchin, Rosenman LLP.

The third generation BLS student, Peter, came to the 
Law School from the University of Michigan and arrived at 
a very different school than his father and grandfather had 
attended. By 2002, the year Peter enrolled, the Law School had 
established 96 endowed scholarships, one of which partially 
offset Peter’s tuition, making his decision to attend BLS an easier 
one. Admission to the Law School had also become far more 
competitive, and thanks to an expansion in residential housing, 
the school attracted students from all over the country. The Law 
School now houses 500 students and 17 faculty members in ten 
residential buildings. 

One of those residences, the 22-story, Robert A.M. Stern-
designed Feil Hall, is home to an apartment named in honor 
of the Altman Family, a generous gift made in honor of three 
generations. “We felt that the Law School had treated our family 
very well and that the naming opportunity at the new residence 
hall was a terrific way to represent our family’s legacy at the 
school,” said Peter. As Alan observed, “Brooklyn Law School 
has had a remarkable increase in stature since my father went 
to school, and our family knew the establishment of a new and 
expansive residential opportunities for incoming students were 
a key component to continuing its rising reputation and recogni-
tion on a national level.” 

is a way to practice law in a cordial and respectful manner,” he 
said. “I don’t know where that prime directive originated within 
me, but I try to instill a sense of collegiality, cordiality, and integ-
rity in the work that I do and in the relationships that I build. It’s 
important to do the right thing. If you do the ‘right’ things you 
hope people will remember, and I know from my own experience, 
that they do.”

Sucharow remembers the Law School fondly, and has been 
one of its most ardent supporters over the past 35 years. His firm 
endowed the Labaton Sucharow Scholarship, awarded annually 
to a first-year minority student who has demonstrated academic 
excellence in his or her first semester of Law School, and in 2010, 
he endowed the Larry and Fran Sucharow Scholarship to provide 
an annual scholarship to a deserving student who demonstrates 
academic excellence. 

“Scholarship means opportunity,” he said. “It opens doors. 
Without BLS, where would I be? My wife and I endowed a 
scholarship to make sure that opportunity is available to others 
like me who don’t have a lot of choices and just need that single 
opportunity to go forward.” 

David Altman ’25,  
Alan Altman ’70, Peter Altman ’05 
Three Generations, One Law School




